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A First Grade Project

The Recycle
Alphabet

The Recycle Alphabet: A First Grade Project
The East Baton Rouge Recycling Program

Benchmarks:
Science: SE-E-A4 understanding that the original sources of all material

goods are natural resources and that the conserving and recycling
of natural resources is a form of stewardship.

Language Arts: SAGE Standards
 Uses letter-sound correspondence (e.g., vowels, consonants, blends) and word
parts to identify new words.   Responds to simple text (e.g., verbally, graphically).
Distinguishes between fiction and nonfiction. Connects real-life and personal experiences
to text by sharing and discussing.   Explores and offers connections to real life through
reading and writing in shared and guided contexts.   Creates own text using simple
sentences and pictures with a central idea for different audiences and purposes.  Draws
and writes spontaneously.   Writes upper and lower case manuscript letters correctly.
Understands, repeats, and follows multi-step oral directions. Uses standard English
pronunciation and articulation.   Hears sounds in spoken words and writes the
corresponding letter(s).

Concepts:  Students will learn about words associated with recycling.  Students
will learn that families can recycle at home with the curbside program or with
the monthly drop-off.

Objectives:
• To learn that recycling diverts material from the landfill.
• To recognize words associated with recycling.
• To practice language arts skills associated with science.

Material:
Per Student: THE RECYCLE ALPHABET sheet per student.
Procedure:
1. Conduct a class discussion.  Explain the word recycling to the students.

Ask students if they know what recycling is.  Ask students if they help their
families recycle.

2. Explain to students that today they are going to learn that every letter
of the alphabet is associated with a recycling word or words.

3. Go through the alphabet and ask students to think of words associated
with recycling or environmental commitment that start with a letter.
A teacher sheet is provided to help you get a jump-start but the students will
certainly have more ideas. Discuss how each letter is related to recycling
and personal responsibility for the environment.
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4. Once the students have gone through the alphabet, assign each student
a letter.

5. Ask each student to write the capital and lower case letter in the upper
right hand corner of the student sheet.

6. Then ask each student to draw a picture that represents the letter and
something to do with recycling.

7. Put all of the artwork together to create an ABC book. Ask students to
sign their own artwork.

Extensions:
• Display the book for parents and visitors.
• Share the book with Kindergarten students at the end of the school year.
• Make copies of the book as gifts for the parents at Christmas time.
• Visit www.epa.gov/superfund/kids/alphabet/a.htm for an example
• Visit www.ci.baton-rouge.la.us/recycle to learn more about recycling.

Learn the RECYCLING ABC’s
A is for ALUMINUM - Aluminum cans are easy to recycle.
B is for BOXES
C is for COLORED PAPER AND CATALOGUES, CLOTHES, CANS,

CARDBOARD, CHIRSTMAS TREES, COMPOSTING,
CURBSIDE PICK UP,

D is for DRINK CARTONS, DETERGENT BOXES AND CONTAINERS
E is for ENVELOPES, ELECTRONICS, EYEGLASSES, EARTH, and

ENVIRONMENT
F is for FABRIC SOFTNER CONATIANERS, FOOD WASTE through

COMPOSTING, FURNITURE, (ALUMINUM FOIL)
G is for GLASS, GREEN RECYCLE BINS, GRASS CYCLING
H is for HANGERS
I is for INSERTS IN NEWSPAPER
J is for JUNK MAIL, JARS (glass), JUICE BOX. One kid’s junk is another

kid’s treasure!
K is for KIDS AS LEADERS
L is for LEAVES, LANDFILL
M is for MILK JUGS, MAGAZINES, and METAL
N is for NEWSPAPER
O is for OIL, OFFICE PAPER
P is for PLASTICS, PAPER, PIE PANS and PHONE BOOKS
Q is for QUART DRINK CONATINERS
R is for RECYCLE SYMBOLS
S is for STEEL, SODA CANS, and SHOP SMART
T is for TIRES, TIN
U is for UNDERSTANDING
V is for VOLUNTEER
W is for WOODY WASTE (TREES), WATER BOTTLES, WOODEN

PALLETS
X is for X-RAY FILTERS
Y is for YARD WASTE
Z is for ZERO WASTE  (Creating as little waste as possible.)
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